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The purpose of this communication is to consider the specific issues and forms of environmental involvement of wine cooperative. The environmental pressure of the civil society and public authorities profoundly disrupts the productive organizations of the wine industry. Thus, in this industry competitive context, the actors must answer the dual challenge of meeting the environmental regulations requirements and remaining competitive. 

Encouraged to comply with these requests, winegrowers and cooperatives should be able to develop innovations. Environmental innovations are usually defined (OECD, 1997) as any innovation (process, product or organizational innovation) new for the actors who implement it, aiming explicitly or not at reducing environmental pollution. Recognizing the role of regulatory and societal pressure does not mean that these innovations represent an immediate and automatic response to regulation, particularly in viticulture. The evolutionary approach, which puts the actor’s skills at the centre of the innovation dynamics, is a relevant reference for viticulture (Possas et al., 1996). A previous study, implementing this theory in this sector, (Bélis-Bergouignan, Saint-Ges, 2009) shows that independent winegrowers are more readily involved in environmental initiatives when they are involved into collective actions. Indeed, these allow them to cumulate the needed regulatory, technological and organizational learning while beneficiating financial support. 

In this communication we question the ability of wine cooperative to become a key actor of the development of more environmental friendly practices. Indeed wine cooperatives represent a federative organization well adapted for the implementation of collective and sequential ameliorations of cultural practices. Our research will be conducted, in the first step, by analysing in the Bordeaux area the specific features of 9 wine cooperatives being committed to an environmental label compared to the 35 ones being not committed. In a second step, analysing in-depth interviews realized with wine cooperative involved in the implementation process of labelling and certification of environmental quality, we will analyze their strategies in order to identify the levers and brakes to the development of environmental protection among their wine growers. 

Accordingly, we intend to determine to what extent the cooperative organization not only brings a competitive advantage for its members but also helps them to overcome two major impediments. In the eyes of wine growers, their non-commitment to environmental practices is due to the cost, considered too high, of the acquisition of environmental innovations and the complexity of technological and organizational knowledge required to get aware of the negative impact of their practices and to adopt cleaner practices and equipments.
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