CAN PEOPLE DISTINGUISH DOG FOOD FROM PÂTÉ? 

John Bohannon, Science, John_Bohannon@hms.harvard.edu
Robin Goldstein, Fearless Critic Media, robin@fearlesscritic.com
Alexis Herschkowitsch, Fearless Critic Media, alexis@fearlesscritic.com
Abstract
Considering the similarity of its ingredients, canned dog food could be a suitable and inexpensive substitute for paté or processed blended meat products such as Spam or liverwurst. However, the social stigma associated with the human consumption of pet food makes an unbiased comparison challenging. To prevent bias, Newman's Own dog food was prepared with a food processor to have the texture and appearance of a liver mousse. In a double-blind test, subjects were presented with five unlabeled blended meat products, one of which was the prepared dog food. After ranking the samples on the basis of taste, subjects were challenged to identify which of the five was dog food. Although 72% of subjects ranked the dog food as the worst of the five samples in terms of taste (Newell and MacFarlane multiple comparison, p<0.1), subjects were no better 
than random at correctly identifying the dog food.
